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Ministry of External Affairs 
x. P. Division , 

* . 

I should have liked to acknowledge this letter , 
but Mr, Iyer should not have sent it to us except through J 
official channel. However, we can send a letter to the :\^i] 
Communications Ministry with the request that Mr. Iyer be jf 
informed that his letter has been received. The original Sf 

' . -It 

letter of Mr. Iyer should be sent to the Territorial 
Branch, 




U.S. (XP)^ 


(S, Ben; 
IS. 10.52 
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D.5.(FjiA ; may be interested to see this. 



(Vc 


There is a large number of contradictory 

statements claiming to throw authentic light 

? 

on (a) the reported death of Shri^Subhas 


* •« 


Chandra' Bose; and : 


Hip 

^P^iipiRPIIHPfiPiiliRiiiHIPPI^^B 

(b) the quantity and fate of the I.N.A. 
treasure. 


K 




the Government of India have definitely 
fcepted Mr. S. A. Aider's report on these matters 
and the Prime Minister has informed Parliament 
and the country to this effectl do not see of 

, T 

what value the attached letter is to us at 
this stage. No action is called for on our 
part.' 
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Ministry of External Affairs 

“HGO Br. 


D. No. 826-1100/53 . 


Jkifj should be formally acknowledged 
by Section Officer, N.G.O. . 

» -v; V .oi 

2, Add to file with other correspondence • 
of this nature and refer to Home WM'l 

Ministry. 
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Sd. Leilamani Naidu, 

IT. 3. 53. 
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Ministry o f External Affairs 
Asia Pacific Division 


All files relating to Netaji Subhash Chander Bose 
may be sent to Shri Y. Varma, Director(AP) as required 
by him. \ i 



( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary(AP) 

September 20, 1994 
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RESS INFORMATION BUREAU 

~ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 



PRESS ROTE 

IMPORT POLICY FOR JULY-DECEMBER 1952 
POLICY FOR "RESERVED" ITEMS ANNOUNCED. 

When the imoort policy, for the period July-December 1952 

- •; . ' / IT 

• T •' . / i ' V 

was announced in June last, it was stated that the' policy for a 
number of items was reserved for. a later announcement. The 




Government of India have decided the 


‘TvV 


polih 


y for certain of these 


articles and these decisions have been published in a Gazette 
of India Extraordinary- lated October 1952. 

The policy has been announced for as many as 61 items 
including iron and steel bolts, nuts, nails and. screws, 
wooden 'separators, \ copper wire, precision and measuring tools, 

grinding wheels, mo cor s, and generators, electric insulations, 

, / 

table fans, sago flour, vegetable products, somolina and self 

' i • ' 

raising flour, paper, cotton twist &pd yarn, fents and certain 
other cotton* fabrics, crockery, razor blades, radios, cycle and 
cycle parts, photographic goods, starch, aluminium powder and 
paste, fertilizers, cigarette paper, hinges, sugar juice bbiling 
pans, fibre tops and staple fibre. * 

The polled for the rest of the items, the most important 

• v 

of which are belting, diesel engines, power driven pumps, 

„ coal-tar dyes, textile chemicals, sheet and plpte glass, raw 
silk, typewriters, motor cycles, musical instruments, chemicals 
and instruments is also under the active consideration of 

Goverivnent and will be announced as soon as possible. 


Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
Nov; Delhi', ?5ct.nbnr i. r >. 1 ,w 



To ^Tnni, Up 

Nepal, Says Friend 

'KARACHI, Sept. 24.**' 

A : FORMER Minister in the 
Svartime "Azad Hind Govern- 
ment*’ has reported his belief that ; 
its leader, Subhas Chandra Bp^; 
is still alive and has predicted he 
will soon^nake an appearance f J * 
This is the belief , and cOhten^ 
tion of Mr . Mohammad Kubim^ 
ghani, a former close . associate 
and minister in Subhas Chdttdra 
Bose’s Cabinet, which is contained 
in his forthcoming book* “Escanfcs, 
of subhas Bose: Why Is He Hid- ! 
\ Ung" • 

He contends* that on the 
"hasii of personal information 
and hi* knowledge of Bose's 
horoscope* ’'Mr. ' Bose's reap- 
' prarance is very near” Ife 
predict* that Bose “might 
show, im In Ncnal in the com- 
pany of Dr. K. I. Singh,” a 
Nepalese rebel who I* now re- 
ported to be collaborating with 
. the Chinese Communists in l 
Tibet. 

Mr. Karimghapi claims that 
the controversy over whether 
Subhas Chandra Bos© was killed 
in an airplane accident had its 
beginnings in his statement on 
release from custody in 1940 when 
he contended that Bose was not 
killed in ’this mrash as it was 
officially claimed. 

’He questioned this disappear- 
ance of Bose on the grounds that 
eight boxes of gold that were said 
to have been aboard the aircraft 
could pot be traced. He claims, 
that continued failure to trace 
this gold shipment substantiates 
, his theory. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
(X.f. Divn.J 


t 






A letter dated 25.9.'52 has been received from 

the person mentioned below relating to the controversery 
regarding ,the ataith of Nctaji Subhas Chandra Bose: 


fy 


K. R. Iyer, 

Cl-rk, 

Telegraph Section , 

C.T.S. Office, Central Railway 
Bombay . , 


We ar< not - acknowledging the letter sine*. 

Mr. Dyer should not. have s..-.nt it to us except 
through official channels. However, we should be 
grateful if you could kinky inform Mr. I yer that his 

" i 

letter has be.n receiv d' by us. 


Sd/-(M.A.Vellodi; 
15 49. 52. 
la 


Ministry of Communications. 

M/External Affairs u.o.No.D-15020/52-XS dtM.10.52. 
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Government of India. 

PRIME MINISTER’S SECRETARIAT, 
NEW DELHI. 


- 


,\A 


The co&lfiitlmcaWon has - A y~ acknowledged. 

y * 


Officer on SpeffS Duty. 


Forwarded to. . . . fftO . MiAi&tpy . P.£ 

External . Affairs 9a We v. ReXhi.?. 

for disposal. / 

“ atexS 

f tr/ 

Prime Minister's Sqctt. U.O. No 
dated 

P. M. S. 8. (W ; . 

,. fe P* K * r ‘H— 

— 60, oOO— 13-3-53 — FP. 
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N6.D.826-NB0/63 
GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 
Ministry of External Affairs 


» + • • 


New Delhi, the /£ ^March, 1963., 




To 


8hrl Padiba N. Choksi, 
Vaso Mill, 

Dhugneswar Road, 


Dear Sir, 










,1 aiu-de sired to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter, dated the 2nd March 1963 addressed 
to the Prime Minister of India, regarding Shri 
Subha s Chandra Bose. 

Yours faithfully, 



(S.D. Chatterjee) 
Section Officer. 
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE _ fA ^ 

^ noon 

NEW DBLHI-1 10011 

A copy of a letter from Principal Secretary 
to PM to Shri As his C. Ray in reply to Shri Ray*s 
letter about NetaJKcopy also attached) may kindly 
be seen for action as appropriate. 

(Sujkta Mehta) 
Director 

Home Secretary 
./ Foreign Secretary 

X PMO u.o.No. 870/1 1/P/I 0/93-P0L dated 09-08-94- 
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August 8, 1994 


??x>/ nlp)'°h 3 ' ^ 1 


Thank you for your letter of August 1, 1994 


about your recent studies pertaining to Netaji. 


2. I. appreciate the detailed note bn the subject 


of Netaji 's ashes you have enclosed with your 
letter, and the particular facts you have 
highlighted shall be examined. In the meanwhile, I 
appreciate the constructive approach to the subject 
you have outlined, and this shall certainly receive 
full consideration. We shall pursue the matter and 
will be in touch. 


Yours sincerely, 



( A . N . Varma ) 


Shri Ashis C.Ray, 
F-162, Malcha Marg, 
Chanakyapuri , 

NEW DELHI-110021 




ASHIS C. RAY 


A 


1 August, 1994. 


Dear Mr Varma, 

Enclosed herewith is a MEMO on the subject of "ASHES" said to be 
the mortal remains of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I am interested in this matter because Netaji was my great uncle, 
my grand-father, Sarat Chandra Bose's younger brother. 

Sadly, for 49 years,, neither the family nor the people or govern- 
ment of India has managed to indisputably establish what happened 
to him. Netaji' s wife, Emilie Schenkl and only child, Anita Pfaff 
l^ve in Germany, and while not -unconcerned, are hesitant to do 
c. ything one way or other, lest it hurts Indian sentiments. My 
uncles and aunts, not to mention my mother, have either grown 
weary in their attempt to do something or as in the case of a 
few, have chosen to have a closed mind on the issue. In these 
circumstances, I may be among very few relatives of Netaji still 
left with the energy and inclination to pursue the subject. 

For several years, now, I have tried to carefully study the 
concerned subject. If I had been able to devote my entire time to 
^it, I would, probably, have found a solution. But my labours may 
have, at least, given me an insight into what needs to be done to 
produce a framework acceptable to all concerned. It is not an 
impossible task; and given the present Indian leadership, can be 
accomplished without too much difficulty. 

I 

As part of my private effort to get to the bottom of the affair 
and at the same time pave the way for the return of the "ashes" 
o India, if they are indeed Netaji's, I recently visited Tokyo. 
There, I met senior officials of the Japanese Foreign Ministry, 
academics involved in the study of Netaji and his activities and 
his former associates . . Based on these and my discussions with the 
Indian Ambassador in Japan, Prakash Shah, I have prepared the 
mentioned memo. 

I should, in fact, like to particularly thank Mr Shah for the co- 
operation and good advice extended by him. 

Senior cabinet ministers have suggested that I should seek an 
appointment with the Prime Minister on the matter. I felt I 
should apprise you of it before doing so; and in any case, would 
b$ pleased if you were present at such a meeting, if this is 
alriqht with you. 


The court case, cited in the memo, is already underway, 
•“'fore, there may be a slight urgency in dealing with it. 
let me have your reaction. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely. 



Mr A. N. Varma 
'“"Principal Secretary to 
the Prime Minister 
Lodi Estate 
New Delhi. 
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AAs is well known , ashes, said bo be the mortal remains of Netaji Subha s Chandra 
Bose, have been kept at Tokyo's Renko-ji temple since 1945. These have been 
preserved with due cars and respect by a succession of head priests of the 
temple. It is most commendable that the Government* c>f India has, over the 
years, albeit unofficially, assisted this work. 


While shouldering an onerous responsibility, the priests in question have never 
complained about this nor have they ever created any pressure to be relieved of 
the same. However , the present head priest of the temple, like his predecessor , 
feels that it is only appropriate that the "ashes" return to India and this is 
also the unanimous view of remaining Japanese associates of Netaji. 

i 

If the "ashes” do indeed belong to Netaji, then, perhaps, every effort should 
be made to bring them back to India. And with the highest possible honour. 

For this to happen, those who disbelieve the story of his death in a plane 
crash - namely a few members of the Bose family (most of whom think otherwise), 
the Forward Bloc and some diehard individuals - ~ need to be convinced to the 
contrary. , 


And all legal hurdles to transfer of the "ashes” to Indian sell need to be 
r emoved . 

2? January, 1997 will mark Netaji 's birth centenary. It would be a feather in 
m the central government's cap if the "ashes" arrive m India on 2o January, 

1992, and are, if desired, taken around the country during the centenary year 
be f ore be i ng dealt with as t he 1 a. m 1 1 y v l s he c . 
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A CREDIBLE AND DE'I AJLLi.' La} Lk, , . .. i km > • : 

CREMATION CERTIFICATE WAS NOT IN NETAJ I ' S NAME IS, THEREFORE, NECESSARY 



Indeed, a comprehensive statement, ideally by the Japanese Prime Minister, 

>n;* cleai the foggy atmosphere of the past 49 years may be most helpful. The 
Japanese government is likely to oblige. Japanese leaders, in recent times, 
have made a habit of apologising to Asian countries for treatment meted out to 
them during Japanese occupation of these nations during World War II. While 
Japan did not commit any crime against India, the post-war confusion resulting 
hi o lack, of a cleai cut statement, on' the Net.aji affair has, arguably, 
^contributed to the deadlock, over the ashes". 


For 11 years after the purported disaster, Japan made no effort to produce an 
official report on what happened. This led to unchecked speculat ion . On the 
one hand, the plane crash was dismissed - no tab 1 y by the British - as just the 
thing Netaji would do to escape the clutches of the Ang 1 o-Amer i cans , and on the 
other, various, theories emerged about his whereabouts. 

Besides, pro- Net a j i elements were skeptical of Pandit. Nehru and his motives. 
They rejected the findings of the Inquiry Committee headed by Shah Nawaz Khan 
in 1956. (It would be fair to say that this pr obe was not conducted in a 
professional manner.) And also found unacceptable the conclusions of the Khosia 
Commission - in the 1970s - as they unneces sar l 1 y went beyond its brief by 
making political statements m favour of the Nebr u -Gandhi s and against Netaji . 


However, 'in 1956, the Japanese government investigated and confirmed Netaji's 
death following the crash. And handed over this report to the Indian 
government . THE SAME DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN MADE FUEL 1C TILL DATE. Copies 
of the report exist in files at both the Ministry of External Affairs and the 
Indian Embassy, m Tokyo. They are marked "TOP SECRET". Yet, no harm could ever 
have come from publicising this as veil as some other documents similarly 
classified. The skeptics will find it -difficult to accuse the Japanese of an 
ulterior motive or a vested interest . Release of the report and related papers 
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the case. 


Moreover, a cier i r lcaii on is require:: from the British government, on its 
stand until at least, the late 1940 s that Netaji did not ‘die in the plane crash. 
(The chances are that Whitehall at s erne stage altered .this view. ) 



Habibur Rahman, Netaji’s ADC. who survived the crash, told his son, 

, who now lives i n Islamabad, that the aircraft- f an lure was caused by 
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public opinion. The principal person in the Bose family still challenging the 
crash story, Amaya Nath Bose, a nephew of Netaji, needs to be brought around by 
t.he Prime Minister himself - there is a good chance that if reasonably 
approached, he will drop his opposition. It is desirable that agreement 
recording bringing the "ashes" is secured from Netaji's wife and daughter, both 
residing in Augsburg, Germany. This is best done through Dr Si sir Bose, ariothei 
nephew of Netaji. The Forward Eloc can be tackled by Jyoti Basu, who 
successful made it do a volte face on Teen Bigha and can, most probably, do it. 
again. 

* 

n 

but. no progress can be made unless there is an irreversible judgement from the 
Supreme Court author ising the return- of the "ashes " . Government, could take the 
initiative in the matter. There is already a case before the Chief Justice- 
petitioning how Netaji could have been .given the Bharat Ratna "posthumously " . 
GOVERNMENT COULD SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COMBINE ALL RELATED CASES PENDING 
IN ANY COURT IN THE COUNTRY, SEE!'. TIME TO COLLECT ALL "NEW EVIDENCE" OR MOVE 
THE MATTER SEPARATELY BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT TO DO AWAY WITH LEGAL 
IMPEDIMENTS ONCE AND FOR ALL. 

In fighting the above case, it. may be relevant to bear in mind that in 
September 1978, Merer jee Desai, as Prime Minister, made a statement in the Lok 
Sabha , effectively rejecting the findings of the Shah Nawaz. Committee and the 
Kho s 1 a Comm 1 s s i on . 
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No. 89/2/1/94-TS 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA) 
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN 



New Delhi, the 22nd July, 1994. 


Subject:- Controversy about Netaji's death and allegations that 
he was an MI-6 Agent. 


Record note of discussion of the meeting held at 3.00 P.M. 
on 20th July, 1994, in the Committee Room, Cabinet Secretariat, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan , New Delhi, on the above subject,, is given 
below:- 

"It was noted that in the context of: 


(i) A series of articles published in Moscow in the magazine 
"Asia and Africa Today" alleging that Netaji was an MI-6 
agent ; 

» 

(ii) Netaji's birth centenary due in 1997 and the stand taken 
by the Bose Academy in Japan that the GOI should take 

possession of the mortal remains of Netaji; 

< 

the Prime Minister Office had asked MHA to prepare a paper 

for the Cabinet. 

2. During the course of discussions, it was observed that: 

(a) ’ the publication of the Articles had attracted very little 

media attention so far; 

(b) the publication had taken’place in a magazine whose 

circulation was dwindling rapidly; 

(c) on account of the efforts made by MEA, the Articles had 

not been translated or re-printed; 

(d) apart from containing the allegation that Netaji was 

secretly assisting the MI-6, the Articles by themselves 
were not derogatory; 

(e) as considerable time had elapsed since these Articles 

appeared (during the period August — October, 1993) and 
thus far had evoked no media interest, it was very 
unlikgly that these would appear in the Indian media in 
the future; 

(f) the Bose Academy had not issued an ultimatum regarding the 
handing over of the ashes but merely made a representation 
on the grounds that its members were rapidly aging and may 
not be able to discharge their present duties. 

(g) the GOI was paying for the upkeep of the mortal remains in 
Renkoji temple and the management could be persuaded to 
continue with this arrangement if the upkeep charges were 
increased. 
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3. The following conclusions were arrived at: 

(i) Since the Articles h^id not attracted any media attention 
so far, it was unlikely that such a contingency would 
arise in the future. Even in the unlikely event of these 
Articles appearing in the local media, its ripple effects 
were likely to be minimal since the basic thrust of the 
Articles did appear to project Netaji in a patriotic light 
as an opponent of fascism. However, some sensitivity did 
attach in this very suggestion of an association 
presumably even if' falls - such as Netaji with MI-6. 
Prudence demanded .therefore that GOI response on this 
issue should be minimal and as low key as possible. In 
fact, the issue is best left alone and if possible, 
allowed to be forgotten. 

(ii) As regards the question of taking possession of the ashes 
was concerned, no particular advantage lay in taking a 
decision on this at this juncture since the birth 
centenary celebrations were due only in 1997. Therefore, 
a view could be taken in the matter in 1996-97 and till 
such time status quo should be maintained. * The temple 
management may be persuaded to continue with the upkeep of 
the ashes and, if necessary, the maintenance charges being 
paid to the femple may be suitably increased to meet the 
increased cost. 

(iii) Since it was best that as little publicity as possible was 
given to the entire issue, it. was felt that it may not be 
necessary to place this matter before the Cabinet. PM may 
be apprised accordingly and his directions obtained. 


Sd/- 

(P.P. Prabhu) 
Additional Secretary. 

To ' 

Shri K. Padmanabhaiah , Home Secretary. 


, /Copy endorsed to Shri K. Srinivasan, Foreign Secretary. 



(Sanjiv Misra) 
Joint Secretary. 
18.8.1994. 
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Ministry of External Affairs 
Joint Secretary (AP) ' s Office 


P.M.O. may please refer to their U.O. 
No. 870/ 11/ P/ 10/93-Pol dated 9 August, 1994 
regarding Netaji. 

Foreign Secretary has directed that a 
copy of TS note No. 89/2/1/94-TS dated 22 July 
1994 about Netaji 's death be sent to you for 
information. 


) 

Joint Secretary(AP) 



Ms Sujata Mehta, Director(PMO) 


MEA u.o. No.2927-JS(A)/94 dt. 22.8.1994 

flo **-£" \\\*\ NC,o 






